Fact Sheet

Footrot Program changes in South Australia

Restrictions around the management of footrot have been eased in South Australia following
extensive consultation with the state’s sheep industry.

Footrot remains a notifiable disease under the South Australian Livestock Act 1997; however
legislation has been changed to make it easier for sheep with suspected or confirmed footrot to be
moved and traded.

Key changes in place from 1 January 2025

As of 1 January 2025, footrot changed from a notifiable disease to a notifiable (report only) disease
in South Australia. This means all forms of footrot or suspicion of footrot will remain notifiable under
the Livestock Act 1997 and must be reported to PIRSA.

Movement restrictions adjusted:

Movement of sheep from infected or suspect flocks is now permitted directly to another property,
provided that prior notification of footrot status is provided to the purchaser. The footrot status will
remain with the purchased sheep.

Mandatory notification of footrot status:
Sellers must disclose the footrot status of sheep using one of the following methods:

¢ National Sheep Health Declaration, in section B Question 3 and 4 (suspect properties must
declare virulent footrot)
¢ Private sales agreement between vendor and purchaser

e Declaration on an online livestock selling platform

The following legislative requirements under the Livestock Act 1997, remain:

e if a person knows or has reason to suspect that livestock owned by or under his or her
control are affected with footrot, the person must take all reasonable measures to control or
eradicate the footrot

e aperson must not do an act intending that, or being recklessly indifferent as to whether,
livestock become affected or further affected with footrot

e a person must not, without the approval of the Chief Inspector of Stock, bring footrot into
the state or cause footrot to be brought into the state.

Saleyards Weekly Markets:

The Naracoorte Regional Livestock Exchange and Mount Gambier & District Saleyards are
approved by the Chief Inspector of Stock to receive sheep from properties with known footrot
infected or suspected flocks, provided they erect warning signage and stamp all National Sheep
Health Declarations with a warning statement alerting purchasers to the potential presence of
sheep infected with footrot at the saleyard. All other saleyards within South Australia do not have
approval to receive sheep from suspect or infected flocks.

All sheep transported still need to meet 'fit to load' guidelines. An accurately completed National
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Sheep Health Declaration must disclose the flocks footrot status and accompany all movements of
sheep within and into SA.

Surveillance and investigation will continue at all saleyards.

At Naracoorte Regional Livestock Exchange and Mount Gambier District Sale Yards:
e There will no longer be placarding of suspect footrot infected sheep
e Consignments from known infected or suspect properties with accurate National Sheep
Health Declaration declarations will not be investigated unless there is an associated
welfare issue.
e For new Footrot detections, samples will be taken and owners will be notified of the
detection.

Restrictions of movement:

Sheep from infected and suspect properties are not permitted to move through a saleyard, transit
or spelling facility, or any other interim property, except those approved by the Chief Inspector of
Stock to receive sheep from infected or suspect properties.

How to limit the spread of disease

» Do your homework before purchasing stock: contact the agent or vendor for more information
on flock footrot history and treatments, check National Sheep Health Declarations and organise
an independent inspection.

» Keep strays or new purchases separate from other sheep until you confirm their status.

* When moving sheep, avoid crossing paths of known infected flocks or mobs.

» Spell yards and paddocks for 14 days between mobs.

* Inspect rams for footrot prior to joining.

» Secure fencing to prevent straying and identify strays to PIRSA for inspection.

Continued support for producers

Ongoing support is available for producers to identify, manage and eradicate the disease. Please
contact an Animal Health Officer in your area or speak to your private livestock veterinarian for
assistance.

Why have these changes been put in place?

The changes follow Livestock SA’s review of the Footrot Management Program and extensive
consultation through an industry-led steering committee.

The new program aims to reduce the economic and animal welfare impacts of footrot across the
South Australian sheep industry, by enhancing the understanding, diagnosis, prevention, and
management of footrot using a collaborative industry approach.

The Footrot Management Program is funded by the Sheep Industry Fund, administered by
Livestock SA and delivered by the Department of Primary Industries and Regions (PIRSA).

A copy of the current legislative requirements can be found at the South Australian Government
Gazette.

For more information contact PIRSA Footrot Program Manager Kate Buck on 0419 091 156.
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https://pir.sa.gov.au/biosecurity/animal_health/contact_us
https://governmentgazette.sa.gov.au/2024/December/2024_081.pdf
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